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“FAMILY STAYS”: FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As Ronald McDonald House Global rebrands, RMHSNJ embarks on a new era. Executive
Director Tracey Sharpe shares the path forward, to reach new heights in family care.

John Kenyon received the call every parent dreads. His son, Samuel, was in the ER and John
needed to come quickly. Hours from home, and faced with days of uncertainty, John found
respite & comfort at the Ronald McDonald House Southern New Jersey.

RMHSNJ opens its 26  guest room in Camden through the Adopt-A-Room Program. See
why Room 410 is a first-of-its-kind for the House.
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ROOM 410 RIBBON CUTTING

RMHSNJ: NEWBEGINNINGS

Brett Levin, Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Dear Friends of RMHSNJ,
     As we bring another remarkable year to a close, I am filled with gratitude for the compassion and
generosity that continue to shape the mission of Ronald McDonald House Southern New Jersey. This year
has been nothing short of transformational - for our families, our programs, and the future we are
building together.
     We are proud to join with Ronald McDonald House Global in their rebranded message: Family Stays.
Across every hallway, guest room, and gathering space, we are reminded daily of the profound impact of
our work: Family Stays. Those two words capture the heart of everything we do. Families stay close to
world-class medical care. They stay connected to one another during the most challenging moments of
their lives. And because of your unwavering support, they stay surrounded by love, comfort, and hope
when they need it most.
     We could not accomplish this without the support of so many of YOU, along with our amazing hospital
and community partners. Every gift given, every drive to the hospital, every meal lovingly prepared, all help
a family to stay together with us. 
     Our incredible families say it best: 

     “You all were a lifesaver. This place made all the difference. Thank you for everything.”
      -Ben, Baby Lucas’ father, CHOP Heart Warrior

     We look forward to strengthening our service to families in 2026 and are proud to highlight some of our
most cherished moments of 2025 in this report. We remain committed to helping families to stay together,
while accessing vital healthcare in our region.
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BRETT LEVIN ~ PRESIDENT, MHS LIFT
RMHSNJ 2025 CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

RMHSNJ: NEWBEGINNINGS

 As Brett Levin, President of MHS Lift, completed his tenure
as RMHSNJ’s Board of Trustees Chairman, he reflected on

the change, progress, and future of RMHSNJ.

Q: Can you share a memory or moment during your
board tenure, that you will carry with you?
A:  I have so many memories that make this a hard
question to answer. That said, I’ve spent many
mornings at the House, and when I’m there early
enough to see the kids getting on the Shriners
Shuttle, it always stops me in my tracks. Despite
everything they’re going through, they show up with
this incredible enthusiasm and positivity. Their
strength and spirit are some of the most inspiring
things I’ve ever witnessed.

Q: What is something that you wish more
community members could experience or witness
about RMHSNJ? 
A: As someone who has seen the work up close, I
wish more community members could witness how
transformational our mission truly is. The House
doesn’t just give families a place to stay, it gives
them strength, security, love, and peacefulness.
Seeing a family regain hope reminds you why this
organization deserves every ounce of support we
can give.

Q: What message would you like to share with
anyone who is considering getting more 
involved with the mission?
A: If you’re considering getting more involved, my
message is simple, do it. You will make a meaningful
difference in the lives of families who are facing
some of their hardest days. And in return, you’ll gain
a deeper sense of purpose and connection than you
ever expected. The mission of RMHSNJ doesn’t just
support families, it changes the people who serve
them.
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“GAME ON!”
 

    RMHSNJ’S “ADOPT-A-ROOM” 
  PROGRAM CUTS RIBBON ON 

NEW GUEST ROOM

    The Ronald McDonald House Southern New
Jersey opened its 26  guest room in December
2025. The expansion was made possible
through various grants, as well as the Adopt-A-
Room Program. Adopt-A-Room allows donors
to design and sponsor a room for families
staying at the House. The Compton Family is
the inaugural sponsor of Room 410.

th

    “We are honored to help provide this brand
new living space for families,” said Maureen
Compton. “We chose a video game theme to
honor our son, David, whom we lost in 2013. It
was his favorite pastime and we hope it will
help bring a smile to every child who stays
here.”
    Room 410 is also unique because it is the
House’s first room with both a living space and
a bedroom.
    “Some families stay with us for multiple
months and this room will help provide more
space and comfort during their extended stay,”
said Tracey Sharpe, RMHSNJ’s Executive
Director.

If you would like to learn more about the
Adopt-A-Room Program, please contact
RMHSNJ’s Community, Culture, &
Communications Manager, Alexis Braddock,
at alexis@rmhsnj.org.

The Compton Family opens Room 410. The video
game-themed room is the House’s 26  guest room.th



2025 EVENT REWIND

~ PRESENTED BY                 ~
The inaugural Casino Night, “Lights, Camera, Action” was the start

of a historic year of House fundraising! NBC10 Morning News
Anchor, Keith Jones emceed, sharing his personal connection to

RMHSNJ. The night to remember, at Adelphia Restaurant in
Deptford, raised a record $135,000, all going directly back into

House operations supporting family stays. 

 TICKETS ON SALE 
NOW FOR 3/20/26!

5  Annual Galloway Golf ClassicTH

Presented by Cooper University Health Care
ER Family Room Grand Re-Opening
Jefferson Washington Township Hospital

43  Annual Tavistock Golf Classic rd

Presented by Eastlyn Greenview Inn

“Hustle for the House 5K” 
Presented by Sentry Equipment

RMHSNJ: NEWBEGINNINGS

2026 Presented by:

Inaugural “Cornerstone Society” Dinner
 Honored to welcome our emcee, 

Hall of Fame Philadelphia Broadcaster, 
Pat Ciarrocchi

Share-A-Night 
Annual Holiday Tree Lighting
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John Kenyon never thought he would have to drive from 
Virginia in the middle of the night, to be by his son’s side. 
But on Saturday, February 15, 2025, John’s life turned 
upside down.

“I get a call at 11:30 at night. It’s every parent’s worst nightmare,” recalled Kenyon. “It’s the attending
in the ICU at Cooper. He says, ‘I’ve got your son. He’s in the ICU. He’s having trouble breathing. He’s
got the flu and progressing towards needing the ventilator.’ It was just a blur of terror, horror, ‘What
do I do, who do I call?’ I wouldn’t wish that feeling on anyone.”

Just two weeks before, John had dropped off Samuel at Boot Camp for the Coast Guard Academy.
Now, his life was hanging in the balance.

“The attending brought me in. He sat me in a room,” Kenyon recalled. “He had the flu; he had
pneumonia. It was attacking his heart. His heart was barely functioning. His lungs were barely
functioning. All his internal organs were shutting down.”

Doctors told John they had a procedure called ECMO, but one of the potential side effects is loss of
limb. For Samuel, the procedure saved his life, but he lost his right leg, from the mid-thigh down.
Samuel had several more long days in the hospital, but John and his family had nowhere to stay.
That is when nurses connected him with the Ronald McDonald House Southern New Jersey.

“My wife and I walk in and the smell of freshly cooked spaghetti and the warmth of this place was
just overwhelming,” Kenyon remembered. “I’d say if you look at Cooper Hospital as the heart of
Camden...then the Ronald McDonald House is its lungs. Because just walking in here, it allows you
to breathe. It’s a home-away-from-home. The grace of others is the humbling, emotional part.
There’s so much goodness out there, if you want to find it.”

UPDATE: Samuel has since graduated from the Academy and is now the first amputee to actively serve
in the Coast Guard.  To watch John’s Story, please scan the QR code below.
 

JOHN’S STORY

We are on YouTube! 
To watch our Family Stories, please scan the QR Code.

“The warmth of this place, was just
overwhelming...”
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View   from the House
VIEW DIGITAL 

FAMILY STORIES:
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WISH LIST

ITEMS ALWAYS
NEEDED:

2025 was a game-changing year
for our Amazon Wish List! Your

support was unprecedented. We
find ourselves in constant need
of everyday items to keep our

House and hospital Family
Rooms fully stocked to meet the

needs of our families. YOU
ANSWERED THE CALL!

> LAUNDRY DETERGENT

> PAPER TOWELS

> KITCHEN TRASH BAGS

> BLACK 33-GALLON TRASH
BAGS

> GROUND COFFEE

> NAPKINS

> DISH SOAP

Please browse our
Amazon “Wish List” here:
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TRACEY SHARPE
Executive Director
tracey@rmhsnj.org

 OUR TEAM IS ALWAYS HERE TO HELP

KATHERINE AMENTA
Director of Development
katherine@rmhsnj.org

DANIELLE GOLDSBORO
Director of Operations
danielle@rmhsnj.org

ALEXIS BRADDOCK
Community, Culture, & Communications Manager
alexis@rmhsnj.org

LILY SAMAHA
Family Room Coordinator
lily@rmhsnj.org

EVA QUINONES BROWN
Guest Services Manager
eva@rmhsnj.org

BERNADETTE O’SHEA
Data Manager
bernadette@rmhsnj.org

550 MICKLE BLVD., CAMDEN, NJ 08103
856-966-4663
WWW.RMHSNJ.ORG

DONATE TODAY


